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A. A parent entitled to service of summons, Cherokee Nation or a child shall have the right 
to demand a trial by jury only in the following circumstances: 

1. When the initial petition to determine if a child is deprived also contains a request for 
immediate termination of parental rights; or 

2. When, following a hearing in which the child is adjudicated deprived, a petition for 
termination of parental rights is filed by Cherokee Nation. 

B. A jury trial shall be granted only if demanded. Such jury shall consist of six (6) persons. 
The right to a jury trial may be waived. The right to a jury trial shall be deemed waived by the 
Court when a parent, guardian or custodian or other person entitled to service of summons 
fails to appear at any hearing set for termination of parental rights. Nothing in this act shall 
prohibit a termination of parental rights by default should a parent, or other person entitled 
to service of summons, who has been properly served a summons, fails to appear at a trial 
or hearing set on the termination of said person's parental rights. 
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