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A. It is the intent of the Tribal Council of Cherokee Nation that the placement of each child 
adjudicated to be a ward of the Court and placed in the custody of Cherokee Nation will 
assure such care and guidance of the child, preferably in his home, as will serve the 
spiritual, emotional, mental and physical welfare of the child and will preserve and 
strengthen the family ties of the child whenever possible, with recognition of the 
fundamental rights of parenthood and with recognition of the responsibility of the Nation to 
assist the family in providing necessary education and training and to reduce the rate of 
juvenile delinquency and to provide a system for the rehabilitation and reintegration of 
juvenile delinquents and the protection of the welfare of the general public. In pursuit of 
these goals it is the intention of the Tribal Council to provide for removing the child from the 
custody of parents only when the welfare of the child or the safety and protection of the 
public cannot be adequately safeguarded without removal; and when the child has to be 
removed from his family, to secure for the child custody, care and discipline consistent 
with the best interests and the treatment needs of the child. 

B. Cherokee Nation shall review and assess each child committed to it to determine the 
type of placement consistent with the treatment needs of the child in the nearest 
geographic proximity to the home of the child and, in the case of delinquent children, the 
protection of the public. Such review and assessment shall include an investigation of the 
personal and family history of the child, and his environment, and any physical or mental 
examinations considered necessary. 

C. In making such review, Cherokee Nation or the Department may use any facilities, public 
or private, which offer aid to it in the determination of the correct placement of the child.


