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Necessary costs and reasonable fees may be awarded to a prevailing party in any lawsuit, 
action, claim, appeal, grievance, or controversy of any kind initiated within or brought 
before any department, agency, commission or board of Cherokee Nation or the District 
Court or Supreme Court of Cherokee Nation, if it is determined by the Judge, Justice, 
Administrative Law Judge or ultimate decision maker that the above described action or 
defense is frivolous or without merit.
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