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The District Court of Cherokee Nation shall have general jurisdiction and is vested with 
original jurisdiction, not otherwise reserved to the Supreme Court, to hear and resolve 
disputes arising under the laws or Constitution of Cherokee Nation in both law and equity, 
whether criminal or civil in nature. Such actions shall include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 

A. Crimes. All violations of the Criminal Code of Cherokee Nation committed within its 
territorial jurisdiction within the following categories: 

1. Offenses committed by Indians, as defined by federal law, against all others, Indian and 
non–Indian; and 

2. Offenses committed by Indians, as defined by federal law, which are victimless. 

B. Civil causes of action. All causes of action which arise within the territorial jurisdiction of 
Cherokee Nation within the following categories: 

1. Between all parties, Indian and non–Indian, who by their actions have submitted 
themselves to the jurisdiction of said Court; and 

2. Where the defendant is Indian, as defined by federal law. 

C. Domestic relations. All cases involving the domestic relations of Indians including child 
custody and adoption matters. 

D. Child support enforcement. 

1. All child support cases arising in Cherokee Nation Indian country regardless of whether 
the parties are Indian or non–Indian. 

2. All child support cases arising on fee land within the jurisdictional boundaries of 
Cherokee Nation if the child in question is an enrolled citizen of Cherokee Nation or is 
eligible for enrollment as a citizen of Cherokee Nation except that the petitioning party may 
request that the matter be heard in state district court. 

3. At the request of the custodial parent or entity, all child support cases arising on fee land 
outside the jurisdictional boundaries of Cherokee Nation where the noncustodial parent is 
a citizen of Cherokee Nation. 



4. All child support cases presented to Cherokee Nation by the IV–D agencies of states or 
other tribes if Cherokee Nation District Court has personal jurisdiction over the 
noncustodial parent or the employer of the noncustodial parent. 

5. All child support cases in which the noncustodial parent consents to the jurisdiction of 
the Cherokee Nation District Court.

E. Miscellaneous. All other matters over which jurisdiction has heretofore vested in 
Cherokee Nation District Court or which may hereafter be placed within the jurisdiction of 
said Court by enactment of the Council.
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LA 06–17, Section 2, provides: 

"Section 2. Purpose. The purpose of this Act is to expand the jurisdiction of the District 
Court of the Cherokee Nation to include all child support cases in which the noncustodial 
parent voluntarily consents to the jurisdiction of the court."


