
Cherokee Nation Code Annotated
Title 21: Crimes and Punishments
Part IV. Crimes Against Public Decency and Morality
Chapter 31: Abandonment and Neglect of Wife or Children
§ 851. Desertion of children under age of ten a felony 
Cite as: 21 CNCA § 851

Any parent of any child or children under the age of ten (10) years, and every person to 
whom such child or children have been confided for nurture or education, who deserts 
such child or children within Cherokee Nation, or takes such child or children out of 
Cherokee Nation, with the intent wholly to abandon it, shall be deemed guilty of a felony 
punishable by a term of imprisonment not to exceed three (3) years and a fine not to exceed 
Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00), or both.
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