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A. The Council finds that the protection and development of the Nation's scenic river areas 
and adjacent and contiguous lands and quality of outstanding resource waters included 
within the Nation and subject to its jurisdiction should be provided for by properly planned 
and executed rules promulgated by the Commission respecting public services, land use, 
occupancy, structures, management practices in riparian areas, and other activities as 
required for the proper protection of the cultural, aesthetic, scenic, historic, archeological 
and scientific features of the said affected areas, or deemed necessary for the protection 
of the ecosystem and the environment from pollution, despoliation and destruction or 
waste of natural resources and all other factors adversely affecting the Nation's heritage or 
public health, safety and the general welfare. 

B. The Commission shall be invested with the power to prepare and establish minimum 
standards for planning and other ordinances and rules for the implementation of the 
Scenic Rivers Act, and promulgate such rules and issue such orders as necessary to 
protect the public interest and to achieve the purposes of the Scenic Rivers Act. 

C. The standards shall be developed and executed in such manner as to protect and 
enhance the values which caused the area to be named a scenic river area without, insofar 
as is consistent with said protection and enhancement, limiting other uses that do not 
substantially interfere with the protection, public use, and enjoyment of these values. 

D. Primary emphasis in the standards shall be given to protecting the cultural, aesthetic, 
scenic, historic, archeological, and scientific features of the scenic river area with due 
consideration being given to the sustainable and orderly development of the lands 
adjacent and contiguous to the scenic river area. 

E. Standards set pursuant to the provisions of the Scenic Rivers Act shall not be less rigid or 
exacting than those established by any other federal, state or local agency having 
jurisdiction in respect to the subject covered by the particular standard.
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