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ARTICLE III. GENERAL PROVISIONS

(1) Any dispute arising in the interpretation or performance of this Compact, which is not 
resolved by good faith negotiation within thirty (30) days, or such longer period as mutually 
agreed in writing by both parties, shall be subject to any of the following remedies: (1) 
voluntary unilateral termination, (2) mediation, or (3) legal proceedings in federal court. 
Each party agrees to a limited waiver of sovereign immunity from suit, liability, judgment, 
and collection in mediation and federal court. Provided, however, that this limited waiver of 
sovereign immunity from suit is limited to disputes arising under this Compact. Voluntary 
unilateral termination may be done by either party at the end of each calendar year by 
providing sixty (60) days written notice. 

(2) This Compact shall terminate on December 31, 2018. Nothing in this Compact shall 
prevent the parties by mutual agreement from establishing an earlier or later termination 
date or otherwise modifying this agreement. 

(3) By entering into this Compact, the Nation does not concede that the laws of the State of 
Oklahoma, including its tax and licensing laws, apply to the Nation or its members 
regarding activities and conduct within the Nation's Jurisdiction. 

(4) Neither party shall be deemed the drafter of this Compact in the event of any action to 
interpret its terms. Therefore, the rule of construction that in the case of an ambiguity, the 
ambiguity is construed against the author is not applicable. Furthermore, any rule of 
construction of ambiguities either in favor of or against a State or Tribal governmental entity 
is not applicable to this Compact. 

(5) Notice shall be by United States mail, postage prepaid. Any notice required hereunder 
to the State shall be delivered to the Governor of the State of Oklahoma at 2300 N. Lincoln 
Blvd., Room 212, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105–4890. Notification by the State shall be 
made by the Governor or designee in writing to the Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation 
at P.O. Box 948, Tahlequah, Oklahoma, 74465. Notification by the State and Nation shall 
also be filed with the Office of the Oklahoma Secretary of State. 



(6) The effective date of this Compact shall be January 1, 2016, when fully executed by all 
parties, and there is attached hereto the original, or a properly certified copy, of the 
properly prepared and approved resolution of the legislative body, or similar document of 
the Nation authorizing the Nation to enter into and execute this agreement. The approved 
resolution, or similar document, shall be accompanied by a letter from counsel for the 
Nation certifying that such resolution, or other tribal action, fully and regularly complies 
with tribal law and was obtained in accordance with all necessary legal and procedural 
requirements. 

(7) Nothing in this Compact shall be deemed to authorize the State to regulate the Nation's 
government or to interfere in any way with the Nation's election of its governmental 
officers. This Compact shall not alter tribal, federal or state civil adjudicatory or criminal 
jurisdiction, except as to waivers provided herein. 

(8) This Compact comprises the entirety of the agreement between the parties hereto. Any 
and all prior or contemporaneous representations, predictions, warranties or other 
inducements, however denominated, are merged within the terms of this Compact, and 
shall not survive its execution. There are no representations, promises, predictions, 
warranties, inducements or other agreements, however denominated, between the parties 
other than as set forth herein. This Compact may not be amended or modified except by 
written agreement, approved and executed by the parties hereto. 

IT IS AGREED: 

Each of the undersigned represents that they are duly authorized, and has the authority, to 
execute this Compact on behalf of the designated party. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Hunting and Fishing Compact 
effective January 1, 2016. 

State of Oklahoma 

______________________________________ 

Mary Fallin, Governor Date 

Attest: 

______________________________ 

Secretary of State 

Cherokee Nation 

______________________________________ 



Bill John Baker, Principal Chief Date
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