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A. Initiation by Council. The Council, upon allegations of an impeachable offense or 
offenses committed by any official may, by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the body, appoint a 
Special Prosecutor and give the Prosecutor the charges which have been alleged. The 
Special Prosecutor shall investigate those charges and any other transactions which are 
grounds for impeachment. If such investigation gives the Prosecutor probable cause to 
believe that activities constituting grounds for impeachment have been committed, he or 
she shall draft Articles of Impeachment for presentment to the Supreme Court of Cherokee 
Nation. In conducting this investigation the Special Prosecutor shall have the power of 
subpoena, the power to compel evidence and witnesses and shall have the cooperation of 
all entities of Cherokee Nation. 

B. Recommendation by Principal Chief. The Principal Chief, upon allegations of an 
impeachable offense or offenses committed by any official, may appoint a Special 
Prosecutor and give the Prosecutor the charges which have been alleged. The Special 
Prosecutor shall investigate those charges and any other transactions which are grounds 
for impeachment. If such investigation gives the Prosecutor probable cause to believe that 
activities constituting grounds for impeachment have been committed, he or she shall 
draft allegations of impeachment for recommended action by the Council of Cherokee 
Nation pursuant to subsection (A) of this section by filing said allegations with the Speaker 
of the Council. In conducting this investigation the Special Prosecutor shall have the power 
of subpoena, the power to compel evidence and witnesses and shall have the cooperation 
of all entities of Cherokee Nation. 

C. Filing of impeachment allegations. The filing of impeachment allegations pursuant to 
subsection (A) or (B) shall be done in writing to the Speaker of the Council with a copy sent 
to the official accused of the impeachable offense(s). Said allegations shall be set forth in a 
statement reciting the basis for the allegation and signed by the official making the 
allegation under penalty of perjury. The impeachment allegations shall be assigned by the 
Speaker of the Council to the Rules Committee, and then to such subcommittee that the 
Rules Committee shall deem warranted. 

D. Council to control impeachment proceedings, alternative disposition of allegations. The 
Council shall at all times control the impeachment proceedings, including but not limited 



to during the investigation stage, by reserving the right to direct the Special Prosecutor to 
suspend or terminate his or her investigation by majority vote of the Council. Termination of 
the investigation may be done for any reason, including, but not limited to, resignation of 
the official subject of the impeachment allegations or based on a determination by the 
Council that some other disposition of the allegation, such as censure, is warranted.
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